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Madeira said was in that letter and a great deal more besides,
nor was it the only one he and Antonio Real had composed.
Albuquerque demanded a copy of the letter, and Diogo
Pereira handed it to him.

Antonio Real's bad time came next. In his presence,
before the Governor and all the captains and fidalgos, his
letter was read aloud " so that all could hear about my
infamy ", says Albuquerque. When required to swear upon
the Gospel if the charges there set forth were true, Antonio
Real swore that all were lies.

The fidalgos, indignant at what they had heard, drafted
a letter to the King, denying all these accusations. They
asked the Governor to send it home. " Not in my mail
bags!" he said, fearing that the King would think that he
had asked for it.

People wondered what would happen to Antonio Real
and his friends. As a matter of fact, they did not even get
an angry word. Albuquerque would not punish them, lie
said, because it was a personal matter. He preferred to
send them to the King. Antonio Real and Diogo Pereira
were paid up to date, given such loads of pepper as aH
officials of a certain standing were permitted to take home
and comfortably embarked for Portugal. Gaspar Pereira
followed the next year. " Let him dear himself before
Your Highness/' writes the Governor, " because he did not
think me an unbiased judge!*'

Pending a fresh appointment from the King, Pero
d'Alpoem was made Secretary of India, for " I know that
he will not deceive me ", Albuquerque tells D. Manuel. A
Secretary of India's work was always at the Governors side.
There could not be a more congenial post for Pero d*Alpoem.

To be called a coward by Antonio Real does not seem
to have troubled Albuquerque, but the suggestion that he
was running a slave market troubled him. " The world is
so bad," he writes, " that nothing can be said that will not
be believed!" He ordered an inquiry to be held upon the
subject. All those whom he had married were made to state